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Foreword 

Material flow simulation is accepted, since decades, as an important technique to 
study production and logistics systems. Simulation helps to gain insight and, there­
fore, to stimulate improvements. Using simulation, the engineer is enabled to 
observe and assess a system that might exist in the future, and thus collect "exper­
iences from the future" - a paradox promoted by the editor since the early 1990's. 

The bi-annual ASIM Dedicated Conference on Simulation in Production and Logis­
tics, after a re-launch in 1996 in Dortmund, has become the single "must" confer­
ence for simulation researchers and practitioners focusing on production and logistic 
simulation in the German-speaking countries. lt combines recent research and indus­
trial experience in a very fruitful way, serving as a get-together of industry and 
academics. This is also demonstrated by the multiplicity of authors from industrial 
enterprises. Owning these characteristics, the conference is unique in Europe, today. 

This book presents papers from the 13~h ASIM Dedicated Conference 2008, which is 
the 4th one organized by the editor in Berlin after the re-launch (after 1998, 2000, 
2004). In order to follow the conference goals, papers cover research as well as 
applications, with a clear focus on simulation use and on application-related 
research. Among the focus fields of this book are - as the reader might have 
expected - automotive industry and digital factory. However, there can be found a 
broad spectrum of applications in construction industry, logistics and supply chains, 
shipbuilding and vessel operation, amended by special applications like packaging, 
electronics, or assembly. 

In the name ofthe international programme committee, the editor expresses his hope 
that the selected papers will give exciting insight into the current academic proceed­
ings in this field, and also provide stimulation for the extension of simulation 
application in the European industry. 

Markus Rabe, 
September 2008 
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